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Brown honored with Community Hero award

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
KevinDuggan@coloradoan.com 

Fort Collins City Council Member Diggs Brown is out of the country but his influence is still being felt at home.

Brown is one of 30 people nationwide being honored with the "2008 Community Hero Award" by the Safeco Insurance Foundation.

The honor is bestowed upon individuals who are "committed to making a difference in their community," according to the foundation.

Included with the honor is a $15,000 grant, which in Brown's case was directed to the Community Foundation of Northern Colorado and fundraising efforts to build the Veterans Plaza at Spring Canyon Park.

Brown has been leading the charge to build the plaza, which would be a state-of-the-art honor for all Larimer County residents who have served in the armed forces.
Building the Veterans Plaza is expected to cost about $750,000. About $250,000 is needed to start construction, said Earl Ray, a member of a committee working on the project.

Brown was nominated for the award by Rosemary Kisling of Colorado BW Insurance Agency, an independent firm that represents Safeco. Kisling met Brown through his work with Bank of the West.

His upbeat personality and work with various community organizations is inspirational, Kisling said.

"He's just a wonderful person," she said. "Everywhere he goes he creates a feeling of community."

Brown, a major with the Colorado Army National Guard, was activated last month to serve with a Special Forces unit stationed out of Stuttgart, Germany.

Before being elected to council in 2006, Brown served in Afghanistan with Special Forces. He wrote a book about his experiences — "Your Neighbor Went to War" — that describes building a school in that war-ravaged country.

In an e-mail to Kisling, Brown said he didn't consider himself a hero but rather "just an average Joe with a story to tell."




